Ambulatory surgery centers: short-term stays mean long-term opportunities for pharmacists.
With cost cutting paramount in health care, ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) have become increasingly popular as an alternative for performing many low-risk surgical procedures. Currently, there are more than 5,000 of these centers nationwide, and visits to ASCs have tripled in the last decade. In addition to being cost-effective, at least one study suggests that they are more efficient than hospitals, which saves patients time, as well as money. As this segment of the health care industry grows, this also presents new opportunities for pharmacists interested in a new professional niche and practice challenge.